quality. They are also concerned about seg
regating biotech and non-biotech wheat.
Most of their concerns are not much dif
ferent from those expressed by NAWG in
their November 2008 principles.
Planning ahead six, eight or 10 years for
consumer acceptance is not an easy call
for any food item, but necessary with the
time needed to develop biotech traits and
receive regulatory approval.
New and favourable factors
But wheat growers now have a few fac
tors in their favour not present five years
ago.
First, biotech crops have now been pro
duced for 13 years on over 800 million
hectares around the globe without illnesses
from the crops.
Second, the recent episode of high food
prices has reminded consumers that an ad
equate supply of food is the ultimate con
sumer value. With the world population
expected to grow from the current 6.8 bil
lion to 9.2 billion by 2050, food security
will remain a major challenge.
Third, another biotech food crop, rice, is
already waiting to come on stage. The Chi
nese regulatory authorities have done all
of the required testing to move biotech in
sect resistant rice to market with estimated
benefits of $4.0 billion per year. Also, rice
breeders may release by 2011 a ‘golden
rice’ genetically engineered to fight vitamin
A deficiency in developing countries.
As in all markets where regulations do
not preclude making choices, consumers
will decide if biotech wheat will succeed.
Ross Korves is an economist with Truth About
Trade and Technology. This is a non-profit
advocacy group based in Iowa, US, supporting
global free trade and biotechnology. For more
information see: www.truthabouttrade.org
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