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tures, and the small crop resulted in an early finish to the
harvest, which was completed by the end of April, 2007.

Cropping trends

Given the scarce water situation and current commodity
prices, more emphasis in recent years has been placed on
the winter cropping program. Wheat will again be the main
winter crop grown in the area in 2008, although barley has
been seen as an alternative to wheat as it requires less water
in the spring,

Canola will also be grown as a break crop as opposed to
faba beans — also due to less water needed in the spring.

Rachael Whitworth
Extension Agronomist, Griffith

Queensland

Darling Downs

Overview

The winter season in 2007 had some early promise but
with the lack of in-crop rainfall - until too late — yields were
disappointing.

But the spring rains heralded the start of a much better
summer with many growers receiving good in-crop falls and
producing some excellent yields on ground with limited
subsoil moisture. The use of zero-till has certainly assisted
this summer, and fallows set aside for winter 2008 now have
good potential.

For reliable and cost effective protection of your grain — choose covers fabricated by two of Australia’s most experienced
fabric welders — Bartlett's in Victoria and Darling Downs Tarpaulins in Queensland

ON FARM)

Winter 2007

June rain allowed an increased planting of cereals com-
pared to 2006 but with limited subsoil moisture, chickpeas
were reduced in area. There was a strong planting of winter
forage crops, especially oats and barley. Follow-up rain came
in August and all winter crops took off dramatically, but
with little subsoil moisture to support them, yields in the
end were disappointing.

Interestingly, there were unusually high numbers of
heliothis in many winter cereal crops, although in most
cases they didn't cause significant damage.

DARLING DOWNS WINTER CROP YIELDS
IN 2007

Crop Eastern Downs Western Downs
Wheat 0.6-1.0 t/ha 1.0-2.5t/ha
Barley 1.0-2.0 t/ha —

Chickpeas | Failure-1.0t/ha —

Summer 2007-08

The August and early September rain heralded the start
of a much more optimistic environment for the summer
crops, and encouraged some early planting of grain sor-
ghum. Irrigation water supplies though were very thin.

What water was in storage was mainly used on grain
crops such as maize and some sorghum rather than for cot-
ton, which had its lowest area for many seasons.

October and November had good rainfall which arrived
just in time for the early sorghum crops, and allowed further
plantings right through to January.

Both have been covering the nations’ grain for more than 24 years.

We supply bunker covers made from both Australian and imported fabrics — depending on your needs.

Our workmanship is guaranteed. Contact the closest supplier to get a free comprehensive brochure on grain bunker design and
construction. It also has easy to read charts for you to calculate how big the bunker should be and the tonnage it will hold.

YOUR BUNKER COVER WILL PROVIDE:

A Resistance to water penetration A Resistance to puncturing
A Longer life in sunlight

A A choice of fabrics

A A tarp which is easy to handle
A More than one season’s use

Email: ddt@ddt.com.au
Website: www.ddt.com.au
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A Guaranteed workmanship

Contact the staff at Bartlett's or Darling Downs Tarpaulins — they will be more than pleased to help you and

also mail to you a free bunker tarp brochure

" [ DARLING DOWNS TARPAULINS

INDUSTRIAL AVENUE,
I) | P0BOX 6267, TOOWOOMBA WEST, 4350,
(| Piones 0746342166 Fx: 0746347725

CompanQy
1S09001-2000 LIC10622
Standards

Bal‘tle t

icioese Covering Australia ongil info@barflett.net.au

C.E. Bartlett Pty Ltd

Ring Road, Ballarat, Victoria 3350

PO Box 49 Wendiouree, Vic. 3355
SALES FREE CALL 1800 639 966
Ph: 03 5339 3103, Fax: 03 5338 1241
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Early sorghum crops had some heavy heliothis and
Rutherglen bug pressure The heliothis were successfully
controlled but some patches suffered significant damage
from Rutherglen bug. The heliothis did not build back up
again and later sown crops had to contend with sorghum
midge as their main pest.

In the New Year, the Western Downs received the bet-
ter rainfalls, and this led to some excellent eatly yields of
sorghum with good quality seed. The earliest crops on the
Eastern Downs were too mature to make use of the good
early February rain, and while yielding reasonably, did have
problems with screenings.

Later plantings produced good quality seed, and the
last plantings — which are now approaching harvest — have
struggled against midge and some ergot damage, but most
will yield well. Grain storage has been an issue for the big
sorghum crop but the main receival sites of AWB Grainflow
and Graincorp near Jondaryan have put down extra pads
and are storing record amounts of sorghum.

DARLING DOWNS SUMMER CROP YIELDS

Eastern Downs

Eastern Downs

Crop - .
grain silage
Sorghum 3.0-11.0t/ha To 30t/ha
Irrigated maize |  8.0-14.0 t/ha BT 6l

limited irrigation

Potentially to 2.0
t/ha

Most of the maize was grown under irrigation, although
in many cases limited irrigation, and yields have been good
for the conditions.

Mungbeans

The mung bean and soybean areas were also limited, but
the crops have only had moderate pest pressure and it is lack
of moisture that will limit yields the most.

Millet and sunflower crops have grown well this season
with good prices, but they have been the minor crops as far
as area goes.

Winter crop outlook for 2008

Most of the long fallow paddocks now have a full profile
of moisture, and because of its very strong price, wheat will
be the dominant crop this winter. Oats and forage plantings
have been limited and barley and chickpea plantings will be
reduced because wheat will more than double its acreage
from last season.

There are also some irrigators looking to irrigate wheat
this winter to maximise returns, and Landmark’s gross
margins for winter cereals show that despite variable costs
rising by 30 per cent compared to 2007, gross margins have
increased by 40 to 100 per cent.

The only crop showing a poorer gross margin is chick-
peas, where the price has remained stagnant.

Hugh Reardon-Smith, Agronomist
Landmark Pittsworth

Central Highlands

Overview

The 2007 season started with good rainfall in January
and February, providing a good summer crop for most
growers. The rain dropped away until June, when we
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FARMING OR INDUSTRY
THERE'S A MACHINE FOR
YOUR BAG SEWING NEEDS!

PARTS & REPAIRS

NEEDLES, THREAD & SUSPENSION UNITS
AVAILABLE

FOR SALE —

& Newlong mac

For all inquiries please ring

ASSORTED BAG

CLOSER SERVICES

¢ YAO-HAN

¢ FISCHBEIN

e SACUP

e NEWLONG

| * UNION SPECIAL
¢ SIRUBA

SALES & MAINTENANCE OF
BAG CLOSING MACHINES

T

UNION SPECIAL

SYDNEY

Email: abcserv@bigpond.net.au
Website: www.users.bigpond.com/assortedbagcloser/
ABN 55 672 563 420

YAO-HAN

Large range of Union Spemal

Ph: 03 9399 9171 Fax: 03 9399 9013 Mob: 0428 556 395

Ph: 02 9891 3540 Fax: 02 9891 3914 Mob: 0427 991 172
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Storagefaty s
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ABN 16 079 134 802
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AUSTRALIAN
DESIGNED

AUSTRALIAN
MADE

Our silo range includes large built on site silos (19 to 4,700 cubic metres), and
transportable, grain, pellet, fertiliser, seed and drying silos (15 to 150 cubic
metres). All silos available in gastight (guaranteed) form.

We manufacture elevated and on ground silos for all farm, industrial, and
commercial storage. We specialise in aeration and drying and are the sole
Australian distributor of the ADC Aeration Manager.

Our silos have all safety features — designed to Australian Standard 3774.
Established in 1953 and celebrating over 50 years of agricultural engineering.

Modern Engineering &
Construction Co. Pty. Ltd.

“Kotzur” Silos, Water Tanks, K-Rail
60 Commercial St, Walla Walla, NSW, 2659

Ph: 02 6029 4700, Fax: 02 6029 2307

Email: mec@kotzur.com — Visit us online at www.kotzur.com
AUgTRALIAN
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received 143 mm in Emerald, providing a late (but still
good) start to the winter season. No rain followed in July,
but 20 mm in August and 30mm in September changed a
very average winter cropping season to one where growers
were able to harvest good crops at a time when other areas
of Australia produced very little wheat.

Sorghum 200607

An intense storm of 200250 mm during the night
of February 15, 2007 in the Fernlees district (about half-
way between Emerald and Springsure) caused enormous
damage to sorghum crops, with much of it needing to be
replanted.

The wider area also received intense storm rainfall of
around 50-100 mm. This caused problems in crops that
had only recently been planted as it caused extra soil to
cover seed and washed atrazine into the furrow — both of
which reduced and killed germinating sorghum.

Rainfall for January and February in Emerald was above
average, about average for Springsure and slightly below
average for Clermont.

Approximately 200,000 hectares of sorghum was plant-
ed in the Central Highlands. The better crops planted in
early December yielded up to 3.0 tonnes per hectare but the
average was closer to 1.5 to 2.0 tonnes.

There were some issues with lodging and screenings
— particularly in the north.

Sunflowers 2007

With the identification of tobacco streak virus in sun-
flowers, and no real solution to the problem, sunflower
plantings remained very small in 2007. Approximately
5000 hectares was planted, mostly after mid February in the
northern districts of Capella to Kilcummin.

Tobacco streak virus was identified by the Queensland
Department of Primary Industries and Fisheries and research
to find out how this virus can be managed is currently being
undertaken.

Wheat 2007

Most of the wheat crops in 2007 got off to a late start
as we didn’t receive any decent rain until June. With no
rain recorded in July, yield prospects for many growers were

rapidly declining.

Cultivation under water during the Emerald floods in
January, 2008.
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Chickpea and wheat trials on the Central Highlands.

Growers on the southern Highlands and Dawson-
Callide were fortunate to receive around 20 mm of rain in
August but areas north of Emerald generally missed out. A
cold winter slowed the development of these crops.

The later planted wheat crops which received good fol-
low-up rain yielded around 2.0 to 2.5 tonnes per hectare,
but averages were closer to 1.5 to 2.0 tonnes. Some yields
were as low as 0.5 to 1.0 tonne. There were reports of high
screenings in some of the later crops.

Some crops were planted earlier — around April-May.
Most were deep planted (dry) especially in the Kilcummin
area and poor establishment resulted in two germinations
— one in May and another in June.

There was scattered rain in the southern highlands so
they had better plant establishment. The best early crops
yielded 2.5 up to 3.5 tonnes but the average was closer to
2.0 tonnes to the hectare. There was some frost damage
(light to significant in patches) in earlier planted wheat
crops (0-20 per cent loss) and the combination of patchy
establishment and frost damage resulted in some lower
yields of around 1.2 tonnes per hectare.

About 430,000 tonnes of wheat was produced from
220,000 hectares in CQ.

Chickpeas 2007

Chickpea crops performed very well in CQ in 2007,
with reports from many growers that their chickpeas yielded
nearly as well as their wheat. Most growers who planted
a winter crop opted for wheat over chickpeas due to the
superior stubble cover wheat provides.

But due to the ability of chickpeas to handle deep-plant-
ing, a substantial area was sown during the ideal planting
window. The area planted to chickpeas in 2007 was about
43,000 hectares.

The best early planted crops yielded 2.5 tonnes but
most crops averaged around 1.0 to 1.5 tonnes per hectare.
In some cases chickpeas out yielded the later sown wheat
crops.

Crop prospects for 2008

The prospect of a good winter crop is very good with
most soil moisture profiles full after the recent wet weather.
With some good recent falls in the north and the east of the
highlands, planting is now getting underway for some of the
early sown crops. But a busy time is ahead with a lot of this
year’s sorghum still to come off.

William MacSmith
QDPI&F, Emerald





